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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/06890 



I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[Xj the international application as originally filed 

I 1 the description: 

pages 

pages . 

pages 

I 1 the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

□ 



the drawings, sheets/fig _ 



5. I""] ThiS rep0rt haS been established 35 if ( some of ) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 16 
and 70. 1 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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International application No. 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; j 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-18 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-18 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-18 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Claims 1 to 4 and 1 1 to 1 8 

Document 1 [JP, 60-9171, Y2 (Dainippon Printing Co., Ltd.), 2 April 1985 (02.04.85), full text, Figs. 1 to 3 
(Family: none)] describes an invention for a food container lid member that includes an easily peelable region 
containing an easily peelable layer formed by applying a release agent between a composite sheet and a surface 
sheet, an opening region that is disposed within the easily peelable region and having a hot water discharge port 
formed therein, and a non-peelable region disposed adjacent the easily peelable region. The food container lid 
member further includes a first cut made in the direction of the vertical section of the composite sheet to form said 
hot water discharge port in the opening region, a tab that opens said hot water discharge port, and a tab provided so 
as to extend along the periphery of said easily peelable region. The composite sheet and the surface sheet are bonded 
together without a release agent applied there-between at an area smaller than that of the cut surface that forms the 
hot water discharge port formed in the composite sheet by the first cut in the opening region. 

Document 2 [JP, 61-3810, Y2 (Toppan Printing Co., Ltd.), 5 February 1986 (05.02.86), full text, Figs. 1 to 6 
(Family: none)] describes an invention for a food container lid member having a second cut made in the direction of 
the vertical section of the surface sheet and formed along the boundary between the easily peelable region and the 
non-peelable region. 

The invention described in document 1 and the invention described in document 2 both belong to the technical field 
of "food container lid members." 



Therefore, the inventions of claims 1 to 4 and 11 to 18 do not appear to involve an inventive step because one 
skilled in the art could have easily invented them based on the inventions described in documents 1 and 2. 



Claims 5 to 10 

Document 4 [8-337274, A (Nidaiki K.K.), 24 December 1996 (24.12.96), full text, Figs. 1 to 10 (Family: none)] 
describes an invention for a food container lid member wherein a polyethylene film and a polyester film are bonded 
lightly such that they are peelable by applying a bonding agent in a lattice pattern so that the surface area of the non- 
adhered sections in the space there between is large. 

The inventions described in documents 1, 2, and 4 all belong to the technical field of "food container lid members." 
Therefore, one skilled in the art could have easily invented the inventions of claims 5 to 10 based on the inventions 
described in documents 1 , 2, and 4. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
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C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



JP, 60-9171, Y2 (Dainippon Printing Co., Ltd.), 

02 April, 1985 (02.04.85), 

Full text; Figs. 1 to 3 (Family: none) 



JP, 61-3810, Y2 (TOPPAN PRINTING CO., LTD.), 

05 February, 1986 (05.02.86), 

Full text; Figs. 1 to 6 (Family: none) 



1-18 



1-18 



JP, 57-55175, Y2 (Nissin Food Products Co. 

29 November, 1982 (29.11.82), 

Full text; Figs. 1 to 6 (Family: none) 



JP, 8-337274, A (Nidaiki K.K.), 

24 December, 1996 (24.12.96), 

Full text; Figs. 1 to 10 (Family: none) 



Ltd. ) , 



1-18 



5-10 



| | Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. Q See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: T* 
W A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the international filing "X" 

date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other U Y" 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

"P w document published prior to the international filing date but later 
than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
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Date of mailing of the international search report 
07 March, 2000 (07.03.00) 
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CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE) 



(54)Title: IMPROVED FOOD CONTAINER LID MEMBER 



(57) Abstract 

A food container lid member (10) of a construction in which a 
surface sheet (11) is laminated on a composite sheet (1), the lid 
member (10) including an easily peelable region (A) containing an 
easily peelable layer (5) formed by applying a release agent between 
the composite sheet (1) and the surface sheet (1 1), an opening region 
(C) disposed in the easily peelable region (A) and having a hot water 
discharge port formed therein, and a nonpeelable region (B) 
disposed adjacent the easily peelable region (A), the food container 
lid member further including a first cut (7) made in the direction of 
the vertical section of the composite sheet (1) to form a hot water 
discharge port, and a second cut (9) made in the direction of the 
vertical section of the surface sheet (1 1) to separate the surface sheet 
in the easily peelable region (A). Further, the lid member (10) is a 
food container lid member wherein in the hot water discharge port 
formed by the first cut (7), the composite sheet (1) and the surface 
sheet (1 1) are bonded at a smaller area than that of the hot water 
discharge port without a release agent applied therebetween. 
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